BY LEONHARD STEINEGER. To satisfactorily settle the status of the various forms of the Marsh tits occurring iu Europe will require the bringing together of a vast material from all parts of that continent, and a very careful and intelligent.study of it when collected. When wading through the extensive literature one is struck with the contradictions and the confusion which meet one on every hand, aud in looking into the matter one will fiud that it is all due to the desire of those, who try to make any distinctions at all, to refer the specimens which they happen to possess to-one of two names. It is a kind of religion with them that there must be no more than two forms, or "species" of Marsh-tits Time will show whether a trinomiual appellation for Collett's Marsh-tit will be necessary. The distribution of the two forms on the Scandauavian peninsula can at present only be guessed at. All that can be said now is that P. colletti seems to be western and P. borealis eastern.
A glance at the tables of measurements below, which give the data concerning the specimens examined hy me, will show that the specimens of I', borcalis, as far as the time of their collecting is given, are winter birds, while those of P. colletti are shot in summer. However, No. analogy with other Marsh-tits should be more "rufous," as it is termed in the translation of Fatio's memoir already alluded to, if there bo auy seasonal change in the plumage of P. borealis, which is denied by Dresser. The latter author, however, seems to believe in a special summer plumage of the female (torn, cit., p. 108 
